rays (Cunner 3 spines and 9 soft rays), about 70 lateral line scales (Cunner about 40) [Coad et al. 1995] .
On the morning of 17 February 2008 Kim Aaboe observed a River Otter, Lontra canadensis, at Western Arm Jeddore Harbour, Halifax County, Nova Scotia (44°46'N, 63°03'W), with a Tautog it had captured as prey. KA was able to photograph the River Otter consume all but the head of this fish (Figure 3 ). He recovered the head and it has been added to the Nova Scotia Museum of Natural History fish collection (NSM 88251) . The Western Arm Jeddore Harbour site represents the ninth locality from which the Tautog has been taken in the coastal waters of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia (Table 1) . Winter capture of a Tautog at Western Arm Jeddore Harbour suggests a resident population exists on the Eastern Shore of Nova Scotia, and supports Bleakney's (1963) theory that a relict popu lation exists at nearby Petpeswick Inlet (Figure 4 ).
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Distribution
The Cunner is a common native marine fish widespread in Atlantic Canada. Determining abundance and exact distributional status of the Tautog is complicated. Early accounts (Mitchill 1815: 359-402; Perley 1852) agree that the center of abundance for Tautog lies to the south of Cape Cod, and suggest that the species was introduced north of Cape Cod. Perley (1850) added: "northern waters seem to agree with this fish, for it has extended its range along the coasts of Massachusetts and Maine, and is now taken in St. John Harbour, New Brunswick. During the season of 1851, many Tautog were for sale in the fish market at St. John". Bigelow and Schroeder (1953) state that most authors who have written about this species have accepted Mitchill's (1815) statement that the Tautog is not native north of Cape Cod, and was introduced there shortly before 1814. However, they add: "But it seems far more likely that the anonymous writer who stated in the Glouchester Telegraph of May 5, 1860, that Tautog had been plentiful there many years before, and had merely reappeared after a period of scarcity, was correct; also that this reappearance would have taken place in any event, even if none had been liberated north of Cape Cod." We agree with the anonymous writer, and with Leim and Scott (1966) , who give the distribution of Tautog as Atlantic coast of North America from slightly east of Halifax, Nova Scotia, to South Carolina but most abundant between Cape Cod and Delaware Bay.
We also agree with Bleakney (1963) who postulated that because our coastal waters were considerably warmer a few thousand years ago, there exists the possibility of relict disjunct populations of this species in the more protected bays of Nova Scotia. At such sites summer temperatures must be warm enough to support the incubation of the floating eggs. We suggest that some individuals of southern Tautog, along with many other subtropical and tropical fishes, migrate north during the warm summer months and visit the coas tal waters of Nova Scotia (Gilhen 1986 ) and New Bruns wick. It is not known if these southern migrants contribute to the local gene pools of small northern relict populations.
The first recorded occurrence of the Tautog in the coastal waters of Nova Scotia was documented in Acces sion Book Number 1 by Harry Piers, Curator of the Provincial Museum of Nova Scotia (Gilhen 1999 (Fowler 1915) . This specimen represents the third record for Nova Scotia. Vladykov and MacKenzie (1935) in cluded the Cranberry Head record and added Yarmouth Coun ty to the locality. Bleakney (1963) , however, point ed out that the only Cranberry Head in Nova Scotia is on the Bay of Fundy shore of Cumberland County. Leim and Scott (1966) state that prior to 1957 Tautog were rarely reported from Canadian waters. They reported on three records from Passamaquoddy Bay, Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick: one about 1910 (Huntsman 1922) and two in 1934 and 1935 (M'Gonigle, and Smith 1936 . Leim and Day (1959) , Leim and Scott (1966) , and Bleakney (1963) report that large numbers of Tautog were caught in Eel Brook Lake, a marine inlet with shallows covered in beds of blue mussel, Mytilus sp., in Yarmouth County, Nova Scotia. A sport fishery suddenly developed at Eel Brook Lake and about 2000 fish were caught in 1957 and about 450 were caught in 1958. Bleakney (1963) Bleakney (1963) and the occurrence of small juveniles at Eel Brook Lake (Scott and Scott 1988 ; personal communication with Albert d'Entremont, West Pubnico) provide further evidence that spawning probably occurs in both localities on the south shore of Nova Scotia.
The number of individuals of Tautog in these northern relict populations must be small and this would account for the commercial extinction of the population in Saint John harbour, New Brunswick, in 1851 and the near extirpation of the population at Eel Brook Lake, Nova Scotia, following a sport fishery in 1957 and 1958.
